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We’re  looking  for  members  to  contribute  articles, 
photos,  suggestions  and  ideas.    Your  contributions 
are most welcome ‐ I’m looking forward to hearing 
from you! 
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ccotto@centurionjewelry.com 
 
 

 

VISIT WJA ON THE WEB: 
 

www.womensjewelry.org 
 

Here you will find up-to-the minute 
information on: 

 

!  WJA Membership Info/Benefits 
!  SE Chapter News & Updates 

* Updates will be posted soon for the 
2008 WJA !" #$%&#'()$*+,'- #"#'.#  in 
Miami (October 17-18 during 
Centurion South Beach & Jewelers 
/' ()0*12,3.4 $#5 

!  National & Local Events 
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Dear Members and Potential Members, 
     2008 promises to be a powerful year for our Chapter! It 
is only March, and we already have had our first 
educational event with AAUW (American Association of 
University Women). 
     More importantly, we are extremely proud to have been 
chosen by the WJA National Board to host the 2008 
Presidents Conference.  The conference will be held 
October 17-18 and we are already discussing alignments 
with two major shows that will also be going on that 
weekend: The Centurion South Beach Jewelry Show and 
THE 2008 Jewelers International Showcase (JIS). The 
entire weekend will prove to be excellent opportunities for 
the SE Chapter Members to meet national leaders of WJA 
and network via show events. 
     Now is the time  to get inv olv ed!"#$% &'((%)*+ *,' -%
personally and professionally. We have a couple open 
positions on the board, you can contribute to our newsletter 
or help plan an event. opportunities are endless.  I would 
like to extend a personal invitation to women in Mississippi, 
/*+ +*00**%1+2%3(1)14 1!&*% &#$(2%(#5*%-o find women to 
help initiate some exciting events in these areas. 
     Finally, I want to encourage everyone to attend the 
Upcoming Women in the Know Conference in New York 
City on March 7th. Our very own Arathi will be there as the 
6#$-7*1 0-% 8719 -*:;0% 67 ining Star. Congratul atio ns 
Arathi !    
 

 

WJA V ision: 
To empower women to achieve their 

highest goals in the international 
jewelry, watch and related 

businesses. 
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Editor’s Note:!
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 ! rathi Ramappa is the recent award recipient of the !""# $%&'()*+$

Jewelry Association Rising Star Award. The WJA Shining Star Awards are a way 
to give back to hard­working WJA members. This award is designed to highlight 
the efforts of WJA members who give so much time to their chapters but might not 
get recognized on a national level. Each of the 11 chapters chooses its own Shining 
Star who is awarded with a ticket to the Women in the Know Conference in New 
York City and up to $500 for airfare and hotel.   

Arathi began her career in information technology at Ocwen Federal Bank 
and then later moved to Global Servicing Solutions, LLC, a subsidiary of Merrill 
Lynch. During these years she went from developing applications to managing the 
business process outsourcing of specific functions to India.  She later moved to 
Frankfurt, Germany with Global Servicing Solutions, LLC and managed the 
technology infrastructure set­up, maintenance, and application development for 
offices in Frankfurt, Beijing, Taipei, Tokyo, and Toronto. After a number of years 
she decided to venture out on her own and in 2007 she created Jayati Technologies 
which assists businesses and organizations achieve their business goals by 
leveraging information technology.  Having a love for jewelry and gems she 
decided that one focus of Jayati Technologies was to bring technology solutions to 
businesses in the jewelry industry.  In addition, she decided to pursue GIA’s 
Graduate Gemologist Degree. She completed her Graduate Diamonds in 2007 and is 
now working on Colored Stones.  She is currently planning to work with jewelry 
designers and sell jewelry on­line.  Arathi is a proud member of WJA and is the 
Vice President of the Southeast Chapter.  Congratulations on your well­deserved 
award, Arathi! 
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The WJA  Southeast  Chapter  had  their  first  event  of  the  year 
with  the American Association  of University Women  (AAUW)  on 
March  1st.   The  Dollars  for  Scholars  Luncheon  was  held  at  the 
Lighthouse  Point  Yacht  and  Racquet  Club  in  South  Florida  and  all 
proceeds of the event went to scholarships that are awarded to young 
women in their Junior and Senior year of college.  

The theme of the event was Gangsters in your Backyard and 
the  featured speaker of  this educational event was Sally Ling, author 
of Run the Rum: South Florida During Prohibition.  Twelve themed gift 
baskets  were  also  raffled  off  including  baskets  of  cheer/champagne 
from our  chapter.   It was an entertaining,  educational  and charitable 
event  that  also  provided  great  networking  opportunities  for  all  that 
attended from our chapter.  
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Women’s Jewelry Association
M E M B E R A P P L I C A T I O N
This information is for WJAadministrativepurposes only. Everything will bekept strictly confidential.

Membership is open to all women and men in all categories of the jewelry, watch and supporting industries.
Membership in WJAbelongs to the individual member and is non-transferable.

The WJAmembership year is January 1 ÐDecember 31.

Section 1:

Name: ____________________________________________________ Title: _____________________________________________________

Company: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________ City: ____________________________ State: _____ Zip: ___________

Phone: _________________________________ Fax: _________________________________ E-mail: _________________________________

HomeAddress: _____________________________________________ City: ____________________________ State: _____ Zip: ___________

Phone: ____________________________________________________ Referred by: _______________________________________________

Section 2: Chapter Information Pleasecheck thechapter most convenient for you.
! Los Angeles ! Mid-Atlantic ! New England ! Pacific NW ! San Diego ! Southwest
! Metropolitan (NY/NJ) ! Midwest ! No. California ! Rocky Mtn. ! Southeast ! Twin Cities

Section 3: About Your WJAMembership Directory Listing
A) TheWJApublishes adirectory of its members. It is distributed to WJAmembers. If you do not wish to be listed in thedirectory, check here: !
B) If you would likeyour directory listing to includea1-15 word description of your business, check here: !

Your 1-15 word typed description can beattached as aseparatesheet, or you can e-mail your 1-15 word description to:
membership@womensjewelry.org. Please includeyour contact information with your e-mail. (Only descriptions of 15 words or less will be published.)

C) For security or business reasons, somemembers prefer to list only limited information in thedirectory. If you choose this option,
pleasecheck theboxes below indicating which information should be listed: (Only the information checked here will be listed!)
! Name ! Title ! Company ! Address ! Telephone ! Fax ! E-mail ! Industry Category ! Chapter
! Description ! Not Applicable, see #A above

Check if Applicable:
! I am interested in learning moreabout/participating in aWJACommittee:

! Communications ! Events ! Fundraising ! Marketing ! Membership ! Scholarship & Member Grants
! Pleasenote that most of our communication is doneelectronically. Pleasecheck here if you do not wish to receive information viae-mail or fax.
! Pleasecheck here if you do not wish to be included in thepassword protected web based directory.

Section 5: Payment of Annual Dues: ! $150.00 for New Member ! $125.00 Renewing Member ! $75.00 Student

! I have included acheck payable to WJA.

! I am paying by credit card. Fax to: 708-361-6166.

! VISA ! MasterCard ! AMEX

Card#: ____________________________________ Exp. Date: _______

NameOn Card: ______________________________________________

Authorized Signature: _________________________________________

Billing Address: _____________________________________________

City: _____________________________ State: _____ Zip: ___________
Billing address MUSTmatch credit card billing address.

Section 4: Industry Category: Pleasecheck only two:
! Antique/EstateJewelry
! Appraiser
! Consulting Firms/

Independent Consultants
! Designer
! Diamond/Gem Dealer

! Display Services
! Education
! Financial/Insurance
! Findings
! Importer
! Laboratory Services

! Manufacturer
! Media/Publishing
! Photographer
! PR/Mktg/Promo
! Refiner
! Retailer

! Sales Representative
! Security
! Shipping
! Student
! Supplier
! TradeOrganization

! Watches
! Wholesaler

! Other _______________
____________________
___________________

Mail or Fax Completed Form & Dues to:

Women’s Jewelry Association
7000 W. Southwest Highway, Suite202

Chicago Ridge, IL 60415

Phone708-361-6266 ¥FAX708-361-6166

E-mail: membership@womensjewelry.org

www.womensjewelry.org
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WJA­SOUTH EAST CHAPTER MEMBERS WANTED! 
Join the Women’s Jewelry Association "#$%&!%'$!() !*%+"!#,!%!$&'%-./! 0+#1*!
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South East Chapter 
c/o Diane Warga­Arias 
2781 NE Eighth Court 
Pompano Beach, FL 33062 
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